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Winner, Book Prize in Latin American Studies, Colonial Section of Latin American Studies

Association (LASA), 2016ALAA Book Award, Association for Latin American Art/Arvey Foundation,

2016The capital of the Aztec empire, Tenochtitlan, was, in its era, one of the largest cities in the

world. Built on an island in the middle of a shallow lake, its population numbered perhaps 150,000,

with another 350,000 people in the urban network clustered around the lake shores. In 1521, at the

height of Tenochtitlan's power, which extended over much of Central Mexico, Hernando CortÃ©s

and his followers conquered the city. CortÃ©s boasted to King Charles V of Spain that Tenochtitlan

was "destroyed and razed to the ground." But was it?Drawing on period representations of the city

in sculptures, texts, and maps, The Death of Aztec Tenochtitlan, the Life of Mexico City builds a

convincing case that this global capital remained, through the sixteenth century, very much an

Amerindian city. Barbara E. Mundy foregrounds the role the city's indigenous peoples, the Nahua,

played in shaping Mexico City through the construction of permanent architecture and engagement

in ceremonial actions. She demonstrates that the Aztec ruling elites, who retained power even after

the conquest, were instrumental in building and then rebuilding the city. Mundy shows how the

Nahua entered into mutually advantageous alliances with the Franciscans to maintain the city's

sacred nodes. She also focuses on the practical and symbolic role of the city's extraordinary

waterworksâ€”the product of a massive ecological manipulation begun in the fifteenth centuryâ€”to

reveal how the Nahua struggled to maintain control of water resources in early Mexico City.
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Mundy's ability to illustrate the indigenous agency in Mexico/TenochtitlÃ¡n well into the early 17th

century cannot be overstated. While there are many texts that purport to do this, Mundy takes it to

the next level with heavy interdisciplinary influence.I constantly finding myself referring back to this

book as I continue my studies, as it serves to demystify the time period and shatter the myth of

Spanish hegemony (at least early on). The indigenous were in the city, and they were speaking,

litigating, building, and engraining themselves in the colonial political process. Mundy makes those

voices resonate in a way no other text has, in my opinion.

An instant classic!
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